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dotted among the yellow cornfields could be seen an endless
succession of mango groves, orchards and banian trees.
There the Portuguese settled in great numbers and enriched
by trade and agriculture, built themselves stately palaces
and charming villas. So great indeed was the prosperity of
Bassein, so abundant the wealth of its inhabitants and so
lavish the display of costly dresses and splendid equipages,
that in common parlance the city was known as Dom
Bagaim or Lord Bassein. In 1661 the King of Portugal
gave to the English the islands of Bombay on the southern
point of Salsette, as the dowry of Catharine of Braganza,
the queen of Charles II. From that time began the decay
of Bassein. The English East India Company, to whom
Charles transferred Bombay, proved themselves formidable
trading rivals. But a more pressing danger was the rise
of the Maratha power. I have already related Sambhaji's
siege of Goa, and from that time forwards the Marathas
and the Portuguese carried on a desultory warfare. In
1730 a Maratha army had threatened the island of Salsette
and had been repulsed with difficulty. Eventually through
the mediation of Robert Cowan, the English Governor 'of
Bombay, a treaty of perpetual peace was signed by the
Viceroy of Goa and the Maratha king. The danger to
which the Portuguese had recently been exposed caused
the viceroy, John Saldanha da Gam a, to hold an enquiry
into the defences of Salsette. The report of the com-
missioner Coutinho revealed the most lamentable neglect,
due, it would seem, to the system of administration, under
which all munitions and supplies were left to the
control of the Jesuits, Da Gama sanctioned a large sum
of money to put Salsette in a proper state of defence, but
he returned to Europe before he had completed his task-
His successor was the Count of Sandomil. He came with
strict instructions to carry out the plans of the late viceroy
and no doubt wished to do so. But his endeavours were
thwarted by a fate so unhappy, that the Portuguese sought
for an explanation in some supernatural event. At last it